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Important Dates 

05/31  Grandma & Grandpa Joe’s 
Anniversary 

06/26  Picnic at the Lake (Don’t 
forget your swimsuit!) 

07/29  Susie’s 35th Birthday 

Tree Dressing 
 

Fant Wildlife Area  
Saturday 9th December , 12.30 

 
Come help decorate our tree. 

Winter 2017 

Upcoming Events 
 
 Saturday 9th December 
Activity Session 10am-12:30pm 
 
 Saturday 9th December 
Tree Dressing 12:30pm 
 
 Wednesday 10th January 
Committee meeting 7:30pm 
 
 Saturday 13th January 
Activity Session 10am-12:30pm 
 
 Wednesday 21st February 
Committee meeting 7:30pm 
 
 Saturday 10th February 
Activity Session 10am-12:30pm 
 
 Saturday 10th March 
Activity Session 10am-12:30pm 
 
 Saturday 17th March 
Spot wildlife—Small Mammals 
from 10am 
 
 
Our Monthly Activity Sessions 
take place on the second Saturday 
of each month from 10am. You 
can get involved with all kinds of 
activities to help keep your 
nature reserve in great condition.  

 

Trustees of the Fant Wildlife 
Group meet every 6 weeks. We 
are currently looking for a new 
venue, so if you have any bright 
ideas let us know. 

 

You can find out more 
information about upcoming 
events on our website and 
Facebook page. 

Tree Dressing 

We will be using bird 
feeders, ribbons, lanterns, 
ivy, mistletoe or any other 
type of decoration to 
decorate our chosen tree in 
support of the National 
Tree Dressing Festival.  

Come and join in the fun 
with and enjoy mulled 
wine, mince pies and other 
treats. 

Digging in 

This year the Fant Wildlife Group is taking part in the TCV I Dig Trees 
programme which has so far successfully planted 4000,000 trees right 
here in the UK! By 2018, communities just like our own will plant a 
further 150,000 trees across the country bringing the total number to 
over half a million! 

Our contribution of 50 saplings including Blackthorn, Guelder Rose, 
Hawthorn, Common Dogwood and Goat Willow will be used to 
continue our hedge planting along the railway embankment. 

Hedges are really important for wildlife because they often link 
habitats together; they provide natural 'corridors' along which wildlife 
can travel. The best hedges for wildlife are those with a good mix of 
different trees and shrubs. 

Join us between 10am and 12noon on 9th December when you can 
get your hands dirty planting our new hedge. 



Following Your Wildflower Meadow 
Our wildflower meadow continues to grow. Since 2014 we have been using a mowing and sewing 
regime to help encourage a  rich and diverse wildflower meadow to develop at the Fant Wildlife 
Area. Many groups have been involved with this work and it has been satisfying  to watch over 
the past few summers as  the grass density 
increases and the nettle coverage decreases. 

During November’s activity session we 
cleared and sewed another area. The 

difference between the two 
areas ca be seen clearly in 
these photos. 

Over the coming years the 
grass and wildflowers will 
outcompete the nettles making an excellent habitat for insects and birds. 

This summer there were a number of wildflowers spotted including poppies and  
campions.  Please make a note in your diaries for 2018 nature spotting days we 
would love to see you. 

 Wildflowers Spotting Day will be on Saturday 26th May 2018 

Contact Us 
www.fantwildlife.org.uk 
 
www.facebook.com/fantwildlifearea 
 
fantwildlifegroup@yahoo.co.uk 
 
SMS/Voicemail: 07598 141322 
 
If you have a story you would like 
to share in our newsletter please get 
in touch. Our newsletter is 
published and distributed to 
members quarterly in March, June, 
September and December. 

most importantly have fun. There are 12 Activity Sessions every year 
on the 2nd Saturday of the month. These run from 10am—12 with 
volunteers meeting at the containers. During these sessions the 
group aim to tackle seasonal tasks from hedge laying to pond 
clearance to wildflower meadow care. This is all followed by a cup of 
tea and biscuits.  

We also run an number of Nature Spotting events which focus on a 
range of wildlife through the seasons, from newts in the spring to 
mammals in the autumn. This can be  a way of learning or brushing 
up on identification skills and is a great chance to spend a few hours 
outdoors enjoying this wonderful area. 

Not to mention our regular Social Events. As well as our annual 
barbecue in June we also have our AGM picnic, autumn food 
competing and winter tree dressing. This is a chance for the 
community and volunteers to get together and celebrate the 
wildlife site. 

If you are interested in attending or would like more information 
then please head over to our Facebook page or contact us through 
the website. 

New Year’s Resolution—Get Involved 
In 2018 there are a number a brilliant ways in which you can get involved in your local wildlife site. 
It’s a great way to keep fit, meet people, help out your local community, enjoy being outdoors and 


